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In 1995, | was invited by the National Aeronautical Association of Russia to participate in very spectacular event:

ool PARACHUTE JUMP ON THE NORTH

ASSOCIATION OF RUSSIA

This daring missiowas organized by Russian Federation in honor of 50 years of the victory in
2nd World War Due to its complexityt ivas entrusted taRussiarRed Crosas these professionals
alreadyhad anextensive experience in Polar areagefnally, the task waslelegated tathe famous
Russian parachutist and intellectual, Segrgesarov (nominated as a mission commander).

By its definition, GeographicaNorth Poleist LJ | OS 2y 9 NI KQa b2 NIl .S NJ
axis of rotation touches the surface of the Earth. On our nowadays plamenat a land, it is a part

of the Polar Sea, mostly frozen throughout the year. The sea depth at the North Roleastly
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Historically, it seems that it is still not clear who was the first person on the
North Pole.FirstNSO2 NRSR FddSyLlia 6SNB Yl
2FFAOSNI2ATEALY 9RGINR tIFNNE Ay ™
al Nl KIY Ay wmytc NBI OKS RFrigtjof blansefanhd b
I 2FEYFEN W2KI yaSy AW wydibioiabhahi raehiBR
North Pole (90 of latitude) were made by US explorer Frederick Cook
(claimed to have reached the North Pole on Agfii' 1908 and US Navy
engineer Robert Peary (claimed to have reached the ®oliogsledges on
April 6" 1909).Howeve first verified arrival to the North Pole was maaie
May 12" 1926, by Norwegian explorer Roald Amundskie reached the
North Polein an airship dNorge, together with hisUS sponsor Lincoln
Ellsworth.
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Yugoslavian Parachute Indust
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Volosovaairport, 1995, Viadimir MiIosavaevicA(YU)
with Yugoslav.J- NI OK dzi ISy R Yd daf G &
Left: Nathalie Chudiak (NL), Right: Bill Miller (UK)

Mikael Andersébkxéa & Vladimir Milosavljevi€¢YU), exit M8 helicopter
Airport Volosovg RussiaPhoto by: Graham Nightingaf&/K)
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At Chakblvski airportyloscow,with famous Russian parac
Mark Potapov. Photo by Wilma HolthiisL)
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Inside Tupole TW54 with World Parachute
Industry inventor American Bill Booth

Streets of Hatanga, ¥6of April 1995
Photo by: Vladimir Milosavljevic
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That day in Hatangg1l7" of April 1995 was
wonderful, clear skiewith very calm wind. Athat
part of the yearin that areadaylight dominates
with only 1 hour of total darkneggure black)plus
about 1 hour of dusk and hour of dawn.Walking
down the streets and plains dhis place full of
history and specific architectungas real education
for me. Feeling and nderstanding Pola life,
relations among these people, their relationsth
their country, gave me quite new observations on
possible society modifications and sgts.
Although very remote and isolated, Hatanga
showed many interesting colors. | still remember
the interpretation their songda@& RS NJ
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performed by theilocal culturalartistic group.
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Later that day, we gathered in the hotel agafdithoughwithout any certain information,
we knewthat we should stay focused on our missibhad few plans howo jumpon the
North Pole,but final versionwas not cleayet. It was als@ commercial momenfor most
of the parachutists a lifetime chance to make good promotion ofethselves and
companiessponsorsinvolved Feefall photographers were in great demaimcthis mission
andteamswere quicklychanging in accordance wittariousnewdealsand reasonsAt that
time there were no Go Pro like camerss that everybody could easily film somethirg
order to getany picture and especialgpodquality ones freefall photographers had to use
conventional equipment that usually includéd fragile cameraswith largestands Xand
there was no memory stick or hard disc inside the camera, just a light sensitiverfilm
maximum36 photos, so even with an excelldntefallingflying skills and excellerlight
planning i.e positioningrelatively to the sun andther skydiversthese photographerkad
very limitedchancesto capturethe exactpicture they wantOne ofthe top masters of tlose
skilkin that erawasNetherlander Croatianborn) Max Dereta.

During that afternon of April 17" 1995 wewere all invited tothe general meeting where

entire mission plan was eXxgined The distance from Hatanga to the North Palas 2012

km (1257s.m). Trip to the Pole should take about 3.5 hourke decision was made that

Russian parachutists wilimp first. Mission commander Sergdnsarov said that the

airplane speed at the exit will babout 350 km/h (close t0100 m/s), which means that

every £cond we will be 100n (330ft) away from our target. It was clear that we will have to exit quickly and pull (oper
parachutes) high. It was also explained that linked ex@&snot recommended due to &hhigh airspeedvhich may cause suit
damage or prematre parachute deploymentSergg continued as we approach the North Poline airplare will descentto
300m (1000ft) AGL/MSL andpen the tailgatefor cabin depressurization and reserve parachute automatic opening device
calibration.Then, it will climb t&00m (1600ft) and overfly the Pole whilRussian creyparachutistsvill throw out the cargo

G our survival equipmentto have some sort ofdckup if things do not go as planne@hen,IL-76 will turn and climb tal300

m (4300ft) and n the 1% passRussiarparachutists will go oytgroup leadewill be Konstantin Kozlo\2" passwill be from
3000m (10000ft) at whichAmericanskydiverswill goout, group leader will bémericanBill Booth X Ind at the last,3™ pass,
alsofrom 3000m (10,000ft), Europeanswill go out led byFrench skydiver Patrick de GayardorParachutists from other
continents(South America, Africa, Asia and Austrakieje basicallynerged into these two major groupsJS and EJ



