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Relief chart of the‘ North Pole published by “National Geographic”

Soviet scientist
Ivan Dmitrievich Papanin
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Volosovo airport, 1995, Vladimir Milosavljevic (YU)
with Yugoslav parachute “Kluz 6” and “Antikor” suit
Left: Nathalie Chudiak (NL), Right: Bill Miller (UK)

Mikael Andersson J(SE) & Vladimir Milosavljevic (YU), exit MI-8 helicopter
Airport Volosovo, Russia. Photo by: Graham Nightingale (UK)
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Vladimir Gorbunov (RU)

Nathalie Chudiak (NL)
Photo by: Peet Schoonen

At Chakolvski airport, Moscow, with famous Russian parachutist
Mark Potapov. Photo by Wilma Holthuis (NL)
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Inside Tupolev TU-154 with World Parachute
Industry inventor, American Bill Booth

Streets of Hatanga, 16 of April 1995
Photo by: Vladimir Milosavljevic
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Marx, Engels & Lenin in Hatanga ‘95.
Photo by: Max Dereta (NL)
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' Frozen river Hatanga-with stranded fishing t;bats
Photo by: Max Dereta (NL)

Freefall photographer Max
Dereta in polar equipment



Then Sergey came to the safety issues. He highly recommended that all skydivers jumping from 3000 m (10,000 ft) should have
whole face protected with masks and good goggles as we expect temperatures of -50°C on exit, at which our tears will freeze
immediately if our goggles go off. He also pointed out that in one of the missions, a skydiver was walking several times in and
out of the hotel with his parachute on and accumulated invisible moisture. On the exit from the airplane, he got solid ice cover
over his harness, he could not open his main canopy and he had to activate his spring-loaded reserve... Luckily, spring was
strong enough to break through the ice layer, his reserve canopy deployed normally, and he landed with no injury.

Sergey continued that after opening parachute, North Pole landing spot will be marked with 2 red smoke signal torches and 2
M-8 helicopters. We should aim and land close to those landmarks. Additionally, we should expect cracks in the ice, some of
them even kilometers long, so second priority will be to avoid these cracks and to land at the side where the landmarks are.
..if we land on the other side of the crack and become stranded, we should put our parachute over
the nearby highest iceberg and wait for the helicopter. To increase security, everybody got
additional task, 2 names/people to remember. If he/she can’t find them upon landing, he/she must
report that to the mission command and search will start. Luckily this task was very easy for me, as

names that | have got to remember were names of my 2 roommates. During this briefing, American X
skydivers suggested lubricating cables of main parachute release system with silicon, as this will
prevent ice formation and eventual blockage (malfunction) of this system. N

After this briefing, we still didn’t know when exactly we will depart to the North Pole, date and
time, as this was the decision and responsibility of the mission commander, Sergey Insarov, who
was consistently coordinating between the weather reports from the North Pole, IL-76 flight crew
and us, skydivers. Nobody was loudly predicting any of these numbers, but we knew that things
are becoming “hot” as that early afternoon we saw huge Ilyushin IL-76 approaching and landing at
Hatanga airport. That airplane was really magnificent. It gave a special feeling to all of us.
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‘Beer in Hatanga! French parachutistsiJean—CIaudie [af?éillé
& Mario Gervasi (FR). Photo by Vladimir Milosavljevic
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Patrick de Gayardon
Photo by Patrick Passe (FR)



Vladimir Milosavljevic, in front of the Soviet jet IL-76, Hatanga, Russia, prior to boarding to the North Pole, 17 April 1995

Aft view of IL-76, Hatanga, Russia, 17 April 1995
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Inside the IL-76, flying to the North Pole

Mission commander Sergey Insarov
coordinating with IL-76 flight crew

Russian parachutists were ready.

Mikhail Rybochkin to the left and
Konstantin Kozlov to the right



IL-76 cargo specialist crew, after cargo drop

Russian parachutists exit IL-76 tailgate over the North Pole, Altitude: 1300 m (4300 ft) AGL/MSL
17 April 1995
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Exit of Max Dereta (NL) over the North Pole, 17" April 1995
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Konstantin Kozlov'RU)
First exited IL-76 jet and first
landed on the North Pole
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View from about 0 m ab'ove, just before
landing on the North Pole

Vladimir Milo.savljevic just landed on the North Pole
17 April 1995. Photo by: Konstantin Kozlov (RU)



Graham Nightingale (UK) and Vladimir Milosavljevic (YU)
17% April 1995, North Pole
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Max Dereta (NL) & Vladimir Milosavljevic (YU)
17t April 1995, North Pole
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Ice Airport Ll,eHTap Cnaca“ (Salvatlo C nter)
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Inside one of the tents, serving Russién vodka!
Ice Airport, North Pole 1995

Stéve Patoir (US) and Vladimir Milbsavljevic (YV)
Photo by: Graham Nightingale (UK)

North Pole 18™ April 1995
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Antonov 74 landed at Ice Airport, 18™ April 1995.
Photo by: Vladimir Milosavljevic

c ation from The North Pole 1995, Photo by: Johan Persson (SE)




